
JULY 2010 • VERENDRYE ELECTRIC NEWS—C3

V
E

R
E

N
D

R
Y

E
 E

L
E

C
T

R
IC

than he used to. 
The time commitment it takes for

farming is one of the reasons why Farm
Rescue founder Bill Gross decided to
start the organization. Farm Rescue does
not give anyone money, but Gross said
time is more valuable than money when
it comes to farming.

Farm Rescue depends on volunteers
putting in lots of time.

“They put in long hours and without
volunteers, this would not happen,”
Gross said.

Gross is also familiar with farmers
who are reluctant to ask for help. Those
who need help are encouraged to con-
tact Farm Rescue and fill out an applica-
tion. Gross said in many cases they are
told about cases from a farmer’s friend
or neighbor and Farm Rescue will call
the farmers to encourage them to apply.

Farm Rescue began in 2006. Gross,
who was raised on a family farm near
Cleveland, N.D., is now the captain of a
Boeing 747 for United Parcel Service,
flying around the world. Although he
did not go into farming as a career, he
still feels a strong connection to the
farming community. He said one of the
best things about Farm Rescue is con-
necting volunteers and businesses to
the agriculture community. 

In many cases, the volunteers are
either retired farmers or they grew up on
a farm, but left for other careers.

“They want to give back to the farming
community. They want to volunteer,”
Gross said.

Sponsors are also critical in making
Farm Rescue a success. In Verendrye’s
service area, some of the top sponsors
include RDO Equipment, Bremer Bank,
Walmart, Ryan Chevrolet, Sun Prairie
Grain and Westlie Truck Center.
Verendrye Electric is also a sponsor,
along with a number of cooperatives
around the state. For a full list of spon-
sors, go to www.farmrescue.org.

Gross’ idea for Farm Rescue started
small and has grown. One day he told a
friend he wanted to help farmers in need
when he retired, but his friend suggested
he start before he retired. He took the
friend’s advice and the program has
grown in the five years of its existence to
serve farmers in the Dakotas, eastern
Montana and western Minnesota. 

“It’s bigger than I thought it would be,
but that’s good because we are helping
people,” Gross said.

Farm Rescue is headquartered in
Jamestown and has two office workers 

It takes long hours and a lot of work to be a Farm 
Rescue volunteer, but those who do it have fun and
enjoy the camaraderie.

Three of the volunteers, Bill Krumwiede, Warren
Zakopyko and Gene Spichke, have spent a lot of time
together helping families. They are also Verendrye
members, and two of them have ties to Verendrye. Warren was a meter reader
for Verendrye Electric for many years and Bill is the father of Tim Krumwiede,
who is the systems supervisor for Verendrye. Warren and Gene live in the Kief
area and Bill in the Voltaire area.

Krumwiede, the first Farm Rescue volunteer, said he has put in about six
weeks of volunteering this year. He found out about Farm Rescue in the news-
paper. “I saw it in the Minot paper and decided to give them a call,” Krumwiede
said. Krumwiede is a retired mechanic who used to work at the Antelope Valley
Station in Beulah for Basin Electric Power Cooperative.

They have covered a lot of territory in their time volunteering.
“I help with pretty much whatever comes up,” Spichke said. Spichke is a

retired farmer who learned about Farm Rescue through the KMOT Ag Expo.
Zakopyko said he likes volunteering because of the people he meets. Farm

Rescue volunteers get to know the farm families well and the families often
reward the volunteers with delicious meals. 

“You get a nice feeling when you help people,” Zakopyko said.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
If you want to contribute to Farm Rescue, become a sponsor or volunteer, 

go to www.farmrescue.org where you can also read more about Farm 
Rescue volunteers and the families they help. You can also call Farm Rescue 
at (701) 252-2017.

Volunteers have local connections

Farm Rescue volunteers have developed camaraderie during the long hours they
put in volunteering. From left is Warren Zakopyko, Gene Spichke, Bill Krumwiede 
and Farm Rescue founder Bill Gross. Below: Bill Krumwiede, the first Farm Rescue
volunteer, operates the tractor.

who are the only paid people in the orga-
nization. Farm Rescue also has a board
that reviews cases and determines if the
cases meet the criteria for help.

The Behms’ farm marked the 121st
case for Farm Rescue. This year, Farm
Rescue helped 20 farms with planting
and plans on helping 10 people harvest.
Their assistance is limited to planting

and harvest. 
The Behms get emotional when

asked about how Farm Rescue has
impacted their lives and Ron Behm said
he plans to donate to Farm Rescue for
all the help they have given them.

“Farm Rescue is a good organization
and the people who volunteer to help
are good people,” Ron said.


